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A.  What do we do in our chapter?

1.  Sing well together.

2.  Laugh together.

B.  What's it mean to be a member of the chorus? 

We try hard to sing well together, and that means you need to spend time at home learning the notes, words, and choreography.  The first year is tough - you have 15-20 songs to learn, and there's no way around it.  But there are frequent before-meeting opportunities to work on the songs with other guys.

C.  What's it mean to be "on the risers” ?

It's really fun when you and the guys on your left and right have all then notes and words learned well. It lets you hear the sound and feel the joy of having your voices blend into a ringing chord
D.  What makes a good chorus?

When guys are individually good singers, and spend enough time practicing together as a chorus.

E.  How do you become a good singer?

Keep practicing.  A reasonable goal is 20 minutes of singing a day.  20 minutes in the shower, 20 minutes commuting, whatever.

F.  And the chorus rehearsals?

We need you on the risers to rehearse with the other guys.  A reasonable goal is attending 70% of the chapter meetings a year.  There are lots of reasons why guys can't make meetings, but the more you are with us, the better we sound. 
G.  What makes the director happy?

Prepared and attentive chorus members that arrive ready to have a great time making great sounds.

H.  What makes the music team feel valued?

Positive comments about new repertoire, or at least allowing new choices and challenges to grow on you. Not all music can be perfect for every guy, but every guy usually likes some of the music really well.  If you are concerned about our music, feel free to talk to the music teamabout what music you like and how we can make better choices.
I.  Is there a schedule of events?
Yes, there is a website called Groupanizer.  It has a schedule of rehearsals, performances, etc.  Better yet, you can (and should) indicate whether or not you can participate in each event.

J.  What if I'm having trouble learning all this music right now?

We all want our performances to be the best we can possibly do. We have awesome learning materials, including sheet music and downloadable learning tracks for your part. We also do sectionals during rehearsals and before rehearsals (in special instances). Your section leader, members of the music team, and the director can help you prioritize your learning order of the music - just ask!! As our chorus continues to grow, we may ask for evaluative recordings to be submitted to the music team. This process would never be designed to be exclusionary, but to be a way to develop higher levels of proficiency.

K.  How can I help the chorus?

Volunteer for a job.  There are lots of official jobs like being a board member or a chapter officer.  But there are lots of other jobs that make the chorus run, like putting risers up, bringing snacks, being ticket master for events, being show chairman.  There’s lots of ways you can help.

L.  Anything else?
Yes.  Try to be one of the guys that adds to the happiness quotient of the chorus.  Smile.  Greet each other warmly.  Kid around.  Be one of the (many) up-beat guys in the organization, and we will all have a better time.

